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ICD-10-Procedure
Codin g System

(ICD-10-PCS)
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Overview

• HCFA awarded a contract to 3M HIS  to develop a new
procedure codin g system

• The new s ystem is intended to replace ICD-9-CM procedure
codes for reportin g inpatient procedures
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Three Year Contract

1995 - 1996: Complete first draft of ICD-10-PCS

1996 - 1997: Develop trainin g pro gram
Informal testin g
Revise the s ystem

1997 - 1998: Formal testin g by independent contractor
Final revision
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Objectives

• Improve accurac y and efficienc y of codin g

• Reduce trainin g efforts

• Improve communication with ph ysicians
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Essential Characteristics

• Completeness
– All substantiall y different procedures have a

unique code

• Expandabilit y
– The structure of the s ystem allows

incorporation of new procedures as unique
codes
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Essential Characteristics

• Standardized terminolo gy

– The codin g system includes definitions of the
terminolo gy used. While the meanin g of the
specific words can var y in common usa ge, the
codin g scheme does not include multiple
meanin gs for the same term. Each term is
assi gned a specific meanin g
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Essential Characteristics

• Multiaxial

– The system has a multiaxial structure with
each code character havin g the same meanin g
within the specific procedure section and
across procedure sections to the extent
possible
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General Guidelines

• Diagnostic information is not included in the
procedure description

• Except to allow for new devices and
radiopharmaceuticals, a not elsewhere classified
(NEC) option is not allowed

• Level of Specificit y
All possible procedures are defined
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General Guidelines
Limited NOS O ption

A general bod y part, approach or root operation can
be used when the level of specificit y required is not
available in the record or cannot otherwise be
obtained
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General Guidelines
Limited NOS O ption

• Bod y Part:
– Example: “Liver” is used when the specific liver lobe is

not identified
• Approach: 

– “Open”, “Percutaneous” and “Transorifice”are used
when the more specific t ype of approach is not
documented and cannot otherwise be determined

• Root Operation:  
– “Repair” is used when  the documentation of an

operation is not sufficient to identif y the specific root
operation performed and the information cannot
otherwise be obtained
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Based on a Seven Character
Alphanumeric Code

• Digits 0- 9

• Letters A-H, J-N, P-Z
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ICD-10-PCS is Divided Into
16 Sections

• Medical and Sur gical
• Obstetrics
• Placement
• Administration
• Measurement &

Monitorin g
• Imaging
• Nuclear Medicine
• Radiation Oncolo gy

• Osteopathic

• Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

• Extracorporeal Assistance
& Performance

• Extracorporeal Therapies
• Laborator y
• Mental Health
• Chiropractic
• Miscellaneous
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MEDICAL
and

SURGICAL SECTION
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Example
of

Tabular Listin g
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0: Medical and Surgical Section
D Gastrointestinal System
B: EXCISION: Cutting out or off, without replacement, a portion of a body part.

1 Esophagus, upper
2 Esophagus, middle
3 Esophagus, lower
4 Esophagogastric junction
6 Stomach
7 Stomach, pylorus
9 Duodenum
A Jejunum
B Ileum
C Ileocecal valve
H Cecum
J Appendix
K Ascending Colon
L Transverse Colon
M Descending Colon
N Sigmoid Colon
P Rectum

0 Open
1 Open Intraluminal
2 Open Intraluminal Endoscopic
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic
5 Percutaneous Intraluminal
6 Percutaneous Intraluminal Endoscopic
7 Transorifice Intraluminal
8 Transorifice Intraluminal Endoscopic

Z None X Diagnostic
Z None

Q Anus
R Anal Sphincter

0 Open
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic

Z None X Diagnostic
Z None

S Greater Omentum
T Lesser Omentum
V Mesentery
W Peritoneum

0 Open
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic
7 Transorifice Intraluminal
8 Transorifice Intraluminal Endoscopic

Z None X Diagnostic
Z None
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Medical and Sur gical Procedures
Character Assi gnments

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Body SystemBody System

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

DeviceDevice

QualifierQualifier

Body Part/Re gionBody Part/Re gion
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Guidelines

• The root operation term used in the description of
a procedure is based on the objective of the
procedure

• If a procedure involves distinct parts, multiple
codes are assi gned
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Guidelines

• Root Operation and Approach
– Characters are consistent throu gh all bod y

systems

• Device and Qualifier
– Characters are consistent in individual bod y

systems and to the extent possible across
bod y systems
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SECTION
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Section

(Character 1 )

• For procedures in the Medical and Sur gical
Section the first character is alwa ys the
number “0”
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BODY
SYSTEM
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Bod y System
(Character 2 )

• Uses generall y accepted anatomical cate gories
• Some traditional anatomical cate gories are split into

multiple bod y systems. Cardiovascular consists of 5
different bod y systems:

• Heart and Great Vessels
Upper Arteries
Lower Arteries
Upper Veins
Lower Veins
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Bod y Systems

Central Nervous
Peripheral Nervous
Heart and Great Vessels
Upper Arteries
Lower Arteries
Upper Veins
Lower Veins
Lymphatic and Hemic
Eye
Ear, Nose, Sinus
Respiratory
Mouth and Throat
Gastrointestinal
Hepatobiliary and Pancreas
Endocrine
Skin and Breast

Subcutaneous Tissue
Muscles
Tendons
Bursae, Ligaments, Fasciae
Head and Facial Bones
Upper Bones
Lower Bones
Upper Joints
Lower Joints
Urinary
Female Reproductive
Male Reproductive
Anatomical Regions
Upper Extremity
Lower Extremity
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ROOT OPERATION
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Root O peration

(Character 3 )

• Specifies the underl ying ob jective of
the procedure
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Terminolo gy of ICD-10-PCS

• In  common usa ge the meanin g of specific medical
terms can var y

• ICD-10-PCS establishes a definition of all possible
distinct ob jectives of procedures

• Each distinct ob jective of a procedure (e. g., cuttin g out
or off, without replacement, a portion of a bod y part) is
assi gned a sin gle descriptive term (e. g., excision)

• The descriptive term selected ma y not alwa ys
correspond to all variations of common usa ge
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Terminolo gy of ICD-10-PCS

The critical issue is the definition and not
the term selected as a label for the
definition
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

(Character3 )

• The current ICD-9-CM uses man y different terms
to describe essentiall y the same procedure

•  All possible Medical and Sur gical procedures
comprise onl y 30 different root operations
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Alteration Excision Release
Bypass Extirpation Removal
Change Extraction Repair
Control Fragmentation Replacement
Creation Fusion Reposition
Destruction Insertion Resection
Detachment Inspection Restriction
Dilation Map Revision
Division Occlusion Transfer
Drainage Reattachment Transplantation
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

• Operations which take out or off or eliminate all
or a portion of a bod y part

• Operations which involve puttin g in or on, puttin g
back or movin g livin g bod y parts

• Operations which take out or eliminate solid
matter, fluids or gases from a bod y part

• Operations which onl y involve examination of
bod y parts and re gions
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

• Operations which can be performed onl y on
tubular bod y parts

• Operations which alwa ys involve  devices

• Other miscellaneous operations
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Operations which take out or eliminate all or a
portion of a bod y part

• Excision
• Resection
• Extraction
• Destruction
• Detachment
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Excision

Definition Cuttin g out or off, without replacement, a
portion of a bod y part

Explanation Involves the act of cuttin g with either a 
sharp instrument or other method such as
a hot knife or laser

Examples Partial nephrectom y
Wedge ostectom y
Pulmonar y segmentectom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

 Resection

Definition Cuttin g out or off, without replacement, all of
a bod y part

Explanation Involves the act of cuttin g with either a sharp
instrument or other method  such as a hot
knife or laser

Examples Total gastrectom y
Pneumonectom y
Total nephrectom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Extraction

Definition Takin g out or off, b y use of force, all or a 
portion of a bod y part

Explanation The bod y part is not completel y dissected
free but is pulled or stripped b y the use of
force (e. g.manual, suction, etc.) from its 
location

Examples Phrenic nerve avulsion
Vein strippin g
Dermabrasion 
Tooth extraction
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Medical and Sur gical  Section
Root O perations

 Destruction

Definition Eradicatin g all or a portion of a bod y part

Explanation The actual ph ysical destruction of all or a
portion of a bod y part b y the direct use of
energy, force or a destructive a gent.  
There is no tissue taken out

Examples Ful gurate rectal pol yp
Crush fallopian tube
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Medical and Sur gical  Section
Root O perations

Detachment

Definition Cuttin g off all or a portion of an extremit y

Explanation  Pertains onl y to extremities. The bod y 
part determines the level of the 
detachment.  All of the bod y  part(s) 
distal to the detachment level are 
detached

Examples Shoulder disarticulation

Below knee amputation
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Operations which alwa ys involve puttin g in or on,
puttin g back or movin g livin g bod y parts

• Transplantation

• Reattachment

• Reposition

• Transfer
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations
Trans plantation

Definition Puttin g in all or a portion of a livin g bod y part
taken from another individual or animal to
physicall y take the place and/or the function
of all or a portion of a similar bod y part

Explanation The native bod y part ma y or ma y not be taken
out. The transplanted bod y part ma y either
physicall y take the place of the native bod y
part or simpl y take over all or a portion of its
function

Examples Lun g transplant
Kidne y transplant
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Reattachment

Definition Puttin g back in or on all or a portion of a bod y
part

Explanation Pertains onl y to bod y parts that have been
severed. Ma y or ma y not involve the re-
establishment of vascular and nervous 
supplies

Examples Reattach penis
Reattach hand
Replant parath yroids
Reattach a severed kidne y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Reposition

Definition Movin g to its normal location or other 
suitable location all or a portion of 
a bod y part

Explanation The bod y part repositioned ma y be 
normal, aberrant or compromised but 
attached and it ma y or ma y not be 
severed durin g the repositionin g

Examples Reposition undescended testicle
Reposition an aberrant kidne y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Transfer

Definition Movin g, without takin g out, all or a portion of
a bod y part to another location to take over
the function of all or a portion of a bod y part

Explanation The bod y part transferred is not severed from
the bod y. Its vascular and nerve suppl y 
remain intact. The bod y part whose function
is taken over ma y or ma y not be similar

Examples Nerve transfer
Tendon transfer
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Operations which take out or eliminate
solid matter, fluids or gases from a bod y
part

• Draina ge
• Extirpation
• Fragmentation
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

 Draina ge

Definition Takin g or lettin g out fluids and/or gases
from  a bod y part

Explanation The fluids or gases ma y be normal
or abnormal

Examples I & D of an abscess
Thoracentesis
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Extir pation

Definition Takin g or cuttin g out solid matter from a bod y part
Explanation Takin g out solid matter (which ma y or ma y not

have been broken up ) by cuttin g with either a
sharp instrument or other method of cuttin g such
as hot knife or laser, b y blunt dissection, b y 
pullin g, by strippin g or b y suctionin g, with the
intent not to take out an y appreciable amount of
the bod y part. The solid matter ma y be imbedded
in the tissue of the bod y part or in the lumen of a
tubular bod y part

Examples Sequestrectom y
Cholelithotom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations
Fragmentation

Definition Breakin g down solid matter in a bod y part

Explanation Ph ysicall y breakin g up solid matter which is not
normall y present in a bod y part such as stones
and forei gn bodies. The break up ma y be 
accomplished b y direct ph ysical force or shock
waves applied directl y or indirectl y throu gh 
intervenin g layers. The resultin g debris is not
taken out but is passed from the bod y or 
absorbed b y the bod y. The solid matter ma y be in
the lumen of a tubular bod y part or in a bod y cavit y

Examples Lithotrips y urinar y stones
Lithotrips y gallstones
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Operations which onl y involve
examination of bod y parts and re gions

• Inspection
• Map
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Inspection

Definition Visuall y and/or manuall y explorin g a 
bod y part

Explanation Lookin g at a bod y part directl y or with
an optical instrument or feelin g the 
bod y part directl y or throu gh 
intervenin g bod y layers

Examples Dia gnostic arthroscop y
Explorator y laparotom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Map

Definition Locatin g the route of passa ge of 
electrical impulses and/or locatin g 
functional areas in a bod y part

Explanation Confined to the cardiac conduction 
system and central nervous s ystem

Examples Map cardiac conduction pathwa ys
Locate cortical areas
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Operations that can be performed onl y on
tubular bod y parts

• Bypass
• Dilation
• Occlusion
• Restriction
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Bypass

Definition Alterin g the route of passa ge of the contents of a
tubular bod y part

Explanation Reroutin g contents around an area of a bod y part
to another distal (downstream ) area in the normal
route; reroutin g the contents to another different
but similar route and bod y part; or to an abnormal
route and another dissimilar bod y part. It includes
one or more concurrent anastomoses with or
without the use of a device such as auto grafts,
tissue substitutes and s ynthetic substitutes

Examples Gastro jejunal b ypass
Coronar y arter y bypass
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

 Dilation

Definition Expandin g an orifice or the lumen of a
tubular bod y part

Explanation Stretchin g by pressure usin g intraluminal
instrumentation

Examples Dilate the trachea
Dilate the anal sphincter
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Occlusion

Definition Completel y closin g the orifice or lumen of
a tubular bod y part

Explanation Can be accomplished intraluminall y or
extraluminall y

Examples Li gate vas deferens
Fallopian tube li gation
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Restriction

Definition Partiall y closin g the orifice or lumen of a
tubular bod y part

Explanation Can be accomplished intraluminall y or
extraluminall y

Examples Fundoplication
Cervical cercla ge
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Operations which alwa ys involve devices

• Insertion
• Replacement
• Removal
• Change
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Insertion

Definition Puttin g in a nonbiolo gical appliance that
monitors, assists, performs or prevents a
physiolo gical function or prepares a bod y
part but does not ph ysicall y take the place
of a bod y part

Examples Implant  a radioactive element
Insert a diaphra gmatic pacemaker



RLM.MD - 4/99 57

Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Replacement
Definition Puttin g in or on biolo gical or s ynthetic material that 

physicall y takes the place of all or a portion of a bod y
part

Explanation The biolo gical material ma y be livin g similar or 
dissimilar tissue from the same individual or non-
livin g similar or dissimilar tissue from the same 
individual, another individual or animal. The bod y part
replaced ma y have been previousl y taken out, 
previousl y replaced, or ma y be taken out concomitant
with the replacement

Examples Total hip replacement
Free skin  graft
Pedicle skin graft
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Removal

Definition Takin g out or off a device from a bod y
part

Explanation Ma y or ma y not involve invasive 
intervention

Examples Remove a draina ge tube
Remove a pacemaker
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Change

Definition Takin g out or off a device from a bod y
part and puttin g back an identical or 
similar device in or on the same bod y
part without cuttin g or puncturin g the
skin or a mucous membrane

Explanation Requires no invasive intervention

Examples Chan ge a draina ge tube
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Miscellaneous O perations

• Alteration
• Creation
• Control
• Division

• Fusion
• Release
• Repair
• Revision
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

 Alteration

Definition Modif ying the natural anatomical structure
of a bod y part without affectin g the 
function of the bod y part

Explanation Principal purpose is to improve 
appearance

Examples Face lift                                                     
Breast au gmentation
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Control

Definition Stoppin g, or attemptin g to stop, 
post procedural bleedin g

Explanation Confined to post procedure bleedin g and
limited to Upper Extremities, Lower 
Extremities and Anatomical Re gions

Examples Control of post prostatectom y bleedin g
Control of post pneumonectom y bleedin g
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Creation

Definition Makin g a new structure that does not 
physicall y take the place of a bod y part

Explanation Confined to sex chan ge operations where
new genitalia are made

Examples Create an artificial va gina in a male
Create an artificial penis in a female
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

 Division

Definition Separatin g, without takin g out,
a bod y part

Explanation Separatin g into two or more
portions b y sharp or blunt 
dissection

Examples Bisect an ovar y
Spinal cordotom y
Divide a patent ductus
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Fusion

Definition Joinin g together portions of an 
articular bod y part renderin g the 
articular bod y part immobile

Explanation Confined to joints

Examples Spinal fusion
Ankle arthrodesis
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Release

Definition Freein g a bod y part

Explanation Eliminatin g abnormal compression or 
restraint b y sharp or blunt dissection. 
Some of the restrainin g tissue ma y be 
taken out but none of the bod y part itself 
is taken out

Examples L yse peritoneal adhesions
Free median nerve
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Repair

Definition Restorin g, to the extent possible, a bod y part to
its natural anatomic structure

Explanation An operation of exclusion. Most of the other 
operations are some t ype of repair but if the 
objective of the procedure is one of the other
operations then that operation is coded. If none of
the other operations are performed to accomplish
the repair then  the operation “repair” is coded

Examples Tracheoplast y
Suture laceration
Herniorrhaph y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O peration

Revision

Definition Correctin g a portion of a previousl y performed 
procedure

Explanation Redoin g a portion of a previousl y performed 
procedure that has failed to function  as intended. 
Revisions exclude the complete redo of the 
procedure and procedures to correct complications 
that do not require the redoin g of a portion of the 
ori ginal procedure, such as the control of bleedin g

Examples Revise hip replacement
Revise gastroenterostom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Revision (Cont’d.)

The ori ginal operation on which the revision is
bein g performed is identified in the qualifier
character
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Root O perations

Terms which are inte gral parts of procedure are
not root operations

Examples : INCISION
  - A means of openin g

ANASTOMOSIS
  - A means of joinin g
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Integral Com ponents of the
Procedure Are Not Coded

Separatel y

    Guidelines for non-coded inte gral components will be
developed after further experience is gained  with the
system. Such as:

• Routine draina ge of the operative site and operative wound
is not coded

• Unless inspection is the onl y ob jective of the procedure,
concomitant inspection is not coded

• Unless resection or excision is the onl y objective of the
procedure, concomitant resection or excision is not coded
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BODY PART
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Bod y Part

(Character 4 )

The specific anatomical part of the bod y upon
which the procedure is performed
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Bod y Parts

Hepatobiliar y System and
Pancreas

Liver
Liver, Ri ght Lobe
Liver, Left Lobe
Liver, Caudate Lobe
Gallbladder
Hepatic Duct, Ri ght
Hepatic Duct, Left

Hepatic Duct, Caudate
Cystic Duct
Common Bile Duct
Ampulla of Vater
Pancreatic Duct
Pancreatic Duct, Accessor y
Pancreas
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APPROACH
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Approach

(Character 5 )

The specific method b y which a bod y part is
reached or exposed in a procedure
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approaches

Approaches throu gh the skin or mucous membrane

• Open
• Open intraluminal
• Open intraluminal endoscopic
• Percutaneous
• Percutaneous endoscopic
• Percutaneous intraluminal
• Percutaneous intraluminal endoscopic
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• OPEN
Cuttin g throu gh the skin or mucous
membrane and an y other bod y layers
necessar y to expose the site of the operation

Example :Abdominal h ysterectom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• OPEN INTRALUMINAL
Cuttin g throu gh the skin or mucous membrane
and an y other bod y layers necessar y to expose a
tubular bod y part, and introduction of
instrumentation into the lumen to reach the site
of the operation

Example: Common bile duct exploration
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• OPEN INTRALUMINAL ENDOSCOPIC
Cuttin g throu gh the skin or mucous membrane
and an y other bod y layers necessar y to expose a
tubular bod y part, and introduction of
instrumentation into the lumen to reach and
visualize the site of the operation

Example : Open colonoscop y with pol ypectom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• PERCUTANEOUS
Entr y, by puncture or minor incision, of
instrumentation throu gh the skin or mucous
membrane and an y other bod y layers necessar y to
reach the site of the operation

Example : Needle biops y of liver
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• PERCUTANEOUS ENDOSCOPIC
Entr y, by puncture or minor incision, of
instrumentation throu gh the skin or mucous
membrane and an y other bod y layers necessar y
to reach and visualize the site of the operation

Example : Arthroscop y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• PERCUTANEOUS INTRALUMINAL
Entr y, by puncture or minor incision, of
instrumentation throu gh the skin or mucous
membrane and an y other bod y layers necessar y
to reach a tubular bod y part, and introduction of
instrumentation into the lumen to reach the site
of the operation

Example : Femoral arter y embolectom y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• PERCUTANEOUS INTRALUMINAL ENDOSCOPIC
Entr y, by puncture or minor incision, of
instrumentation throu gh the skin or mucous
membrane and an y other bod y layers necessar y to
reach a tubular bod y part, and introduction of
instrumentation into the lumen to reach and
visualize  the site of the operation

Example : Percutaneous gastroscop y



RLM.MD - 4/99 85

Medical and Sur gical Section
Approaches

Approaches throu gh an orifice

• Transorifice intraluminal
• Transorifice intraluminal endoscopic
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• TRANSORIFICE INTRALUMINAL
Entr y of instrumentation throu gh a natural or
artificial external orifice into the lumen of the
connected tubular bod y part to reach the site of
the operation

Example : Put in endotracheal tube
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• TRANSORIFICE INTRALUMINAL ENDOSCOPIC
Entr y of instrumentation throu gh a natural or
artificial external orifice into the lumen of the
connected tubular bod y part to reach and
visualize the site of the operation

Example : Sigmoidoscop y
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approaches

There are three  special open
approaches for cardiovascular
procedures
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• OPEN WITH CARDIOPULMONARY BYPASS
Cuttin g throu gh the skin or mucous membrane and an y
other bod y layers necessar y to expose the site of the
operation with the use of cardiopulmonar y bypass
durin g a portion of the procedure

OPEN WITH INFLOW OCCLUSION
Cuttin g throu gh the skin or mucous membrane and an y
other bod y layers necessar y to expose the site of the
operation with the use of inflow occlusion durin g a
portion of the procedure
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

• OPEN WITH TEMPORARY SHUNT
Cuttin g throu gh the skin or mucous membrane and
any other bod y layers necessar y to expose the site
of the operation with the use of a temporar y shunt
durin g a portion of the procedure
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approaches

Operations without an approach

Operations performed directl y on the skin or
mucous membrane constitute an external site
and therefore, the approach is none . Procedures
performed indirectl y by the application of external
force throu gh the skin or mucous membrane also
constitute an external site and the approach is
none
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Approach Definitions

NONE

Examples : Skin excision
Closed fracture reduction
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DEVICE
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Device

(Character 6 )

• The term “device” is used to specif y onl y devices
that remain after the procedure is completed

• Instruments that describe how a procedure is
performed are not specified in the device
character
– Instruments for visualization are described in

the approach character
• Materials that are incidental to a procedure such

as clips and sutures are not considered devices
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Device Definitions

• Biolo gical or s ynthetic material that takes the place
of all or a portion of a bod y part (e. g., skin  grafts
and joint prostheses)

•
• Biolo gical or s ynthetic material that assists or

prevents a ph ysiolo gical function (e. g., IUD)
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Device Definitions

• Therapeutic material that is not absorbed b y,
eliminated b y, or incorporated into a bod y part (e. g.,
radioactive implant). Therapeutic materials that are
considered devices can alwa ys be removed.

• Mechanical or electronic appliances used to assist,
monitor, take the place of or prevent a ph ysiolo gical
function (e. g., diaphra gmatic pacemaker, orthopedic
pins)
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Examples of Devices

Draina ge device
Radioactive element
Auto graft
Extraluminal device
Intraluminal device
Synthetic substitute
Tissue substitute
Device NEC
None
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QUALIFIER
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Medical and Sur gical Section
 Qualifier

(Character 7 )

• Provides additional information to particular
procedure

• It has a unique meanin g for individual procedures
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Examples of Qualifiers

• Type of transplant

• Second site for a b ypass

• Original procedure in a revision

• Diagnostic biopsies
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TABULAR LISTING
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Medical and Sur gical Section
Tabular Listin g

The tabular listin g is formatted as a grid with
rows and columns

Columns: Specifies the last four characters of 
the procedure

Rows: Specifies the allowable combinations
of the last four characters
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0: Medical and Surgical Section
D Gastrointestinal System
B: EXCISION: Cutting out or off, without replacement, a portion of a body part.

1 Esophagus, upper
2 Esophagus, middle
3 Esophagus, lower
4 Esophagogastric junction
6 Stomach
7 Stomach, pylorus
9 Duodenum
A Jejunum
B Ileum
C Ileocecal valve
H Cecum
J Appendix
K Ascending Colon
L Transverse Colon
M Descending Colon
N Sigmoid Colon
P Rectum

0 Open
1 Open Intraluminal
2 Open Intraluminal Endoscopic
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic
5 Percutaneous Intraluminal
6 Percutaneous Intraluminal Endoscopic
7 Transorifice Intraluminal
8 Transorifice Intraluminal Endoscopic

Z None X Diagnostic
Z None

Q Anus
R Anal Sphincter

0 Open
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic

Z None X Diagnostic
Z None

S Greater Omentum
T Lesser Omentum
V Mesentery
W Peritoneum

0 Open
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic
7 Transorifice Intraluminal
8 Transorifice Intraluminal Endoscopic

Z None X Diagnostic
Z None
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OBSTETRICS
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Obstetrics

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Body SystemBody System

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

DeviceDevice

QualifierQualifier

Body PartBody Part
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• The obstetrics section includes operations
performed on the products of conception onl y

• Operations on the pre gnant female are coded
in the Sur gical section (e. g., episiotom y)

Obstetrics
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Obstetrics
Bod y System
(Character 2 )

The onl y Bod y System for the Obstetrics
Section is:

Pregnanc y
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• ABORTION: Artificiall y terminatin g a 
pregnanc y

• DELIVERY: Assistin g the passa ge of the 
products of conception from the
genital canal

Obstetrics
Root O perations

(Character 3 )
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Obstetrics
Bod y Parts

(Character 4 )

• Products of conception

• Products of conception, retained

• Products of conception, ectopic
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• The term “products of conception” is used to
refer to all components of a pre gnanc y includin g
the fetus, embr yo, amnion, umbilical cord and
placenta

• There is no differentiation of the products of
conception based on gestational a ge

Obstetrics
Bod y Parts
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Obstetrics
Device

(Character 6 )

Examples:
Laminaria
Abortifacient
Monitorin g Electrode
Device NEC
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Obstetrics
Qualifier

(Character 7 )

• Type of deliver y (e.g., low forceps, hi gh forceps,
etc.)

• Type of C-section (e. g., classical, low cervical,
etc.)

• Type of fluid taken out durin g a draina ge (e.g.,
amniotic fluid, fetal blood, etc.)
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1: OBSTETRICS
0: PREGNANCY
Q: REPAIR:  Restoring, to the extent possible, a body part to its natural anatomical structure

Body Part
Character 4

Approach
Character 5

Device
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

0 Products of Conception 0 Open
1 Open Intraluminal
2 Open Intraluminal 

Endoscopic
5 Percutaneous 

Intraluminal
6 Percutaneous 

Intraluminal 
Endoscopic

7 Transorifice 
Intraluminal

8 Transorifice 
Intraluminal 
Endoscopic

Y Device NEC
Z  None

D Nervous System
F  Cardiovascular System
G Lymphatics & Hemic
H Eye
J Ear, Nose & Sinus
K Respiratory System
L Mouth & Throat
MGastrointestinal
N Hepatobiliary System & 

Pancreas
P Endocrine
Q Skin
R Musculoskeletal
S Urinary
T Female Reproductive
V Male Reproductive
Z None

Obstetrics
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PLACEMENT
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Placement

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Body SystemBody System

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

DeviceDevice

QualifierQualifier

Body Re gion/OrificeBody Re gion/Orifice
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Placement
Bod y Systems
(Character 2 )

•Anatomical Re gions
•Anatomical Orifices
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Placement
Root O perations

(Character 3 )

Compression: Puttin g pressure on an external
bod y part

Dressin g: Puttin g material on an external 
bod y part for protection

Packin g: Puttin g material in a bod y part

Traction: Exertin g a pullin g force on an 
external bod y part in a distal 
direction
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Placement
Bod y Regions/Orifices

(Character 4 )

•External bod y regions 
•Natural orifices



RLM.MD - 4/99 119

 Placement
Device

(Character 6 )

• Indicates the material or device used in the
placement procedure (e. g., cast, splint, banda ge,
etc.)

• Includes casts for fractures and dislocations

• Devices in the placement section are off the shelf
and do not require an y extensive desi gn,
fabrication or fittin g

• The placement of devices that require extensive
desi gn, fabrication or fittin g are coded in the
rehabilitation section
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ADMINISTRATION
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Administration

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Body SystemBody System

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

SubstanceSubstance

QualifierQualifier

Body System/Body System/
RegionRegion
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Administration
 Bod y Systems
(Character 2 )

•Physiolo gical S ystem and 
Anatomical Re gions

•Circulator y
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Administration
 Root O perations

(Character 3 )

Physiolo gical S ystems and Anatomical Re gions

Introduction: Puttin g in a therapeutic, 
diagnostic, nutritional, 
physiolo gical or proph ylactic 
substance except blood 
or blood products

Irri gation: Puttin g in or on and retrievin g a liquid 
substance
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Administration
 Root O perations

Circulator y System

Transfusion: Puttin g in blood or blood 
products
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 Administration
Bod y Part

(Character 4 )

• Specifies the bod y part where the administration
occurs and not necessaril y the site where the
substance administered has an effect

• Bod y parts include skin and mucous membrane,
subcutaneous tissue and muscle which are used
to differentiate intradermal, subcutaneous and
intramuscular in jections

• For irri gations, the bod y part specifies the site of
the irri gation
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Administration
Circulator y System

Bod y Parts
Peripheral arter y
Central arter y
Peripheral vein
Central vein

• Peripheral arter y or vein is used when a substance is
introduced locall y into an arter y or vein: S ystemic
effect

• Central arter y or vein is used when the site within the
arter y or vein where the substance is introduced is
distant from the point of entr y of the instrumentation
into the arter y or vein: Local effect
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Administration
Approach

(Character 5 )

• Approach has the same definitions as the Medical
and Sur gical Section

• The approach for intradermal, subcutaneous and
intramuscular introductions (i.e., in jections) is
percutaneous

• If a catheter is used to introduce a substance into
an internal site within the circulator y system, then
the approach would be percutaneous intraluminal
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Administration
Substance

(Character 6 )

Physiolo gical S ystem and Anatomical Re gions

Substances are specified in broad cate gories



RLM.MD - 4/99 129

Administration
Substance

Physiological System & Anatomical Regions

Antineoplastic

Thrombol ytic

Anti-infective

Anti-inflammator y

Anal gesic

Serum, Toxoid and Vaccine

Sclerosin g Agent

Nutritional

Electrol ytic and Water Balance

Irri gatin g

Dialysate

Local Anesthetic

Regional Anesthetic

Inhalation Anesthetic

Intracirculatory Anesthetic

Other Therapeutic

Radioactive

Contrast

Other Diagnostic

Sperm

Pigment

Platelet Inhibitor
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Administration
Substance

Circulator y System

Whole Blood

Serum Albumin

Frozen Plasma

Fresh Plasma

Plasma Cr yoprecipitate

Red Blood Cells

Frozen Red Cells

White Cells

Platelets

Globulin

Fibrino gen

Antihemophilic Factors

Factor IX

Bone Marrow
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Administration
Qualifier

(Character 7 )

• The qualifier is used to indicate whether the
introduction is sin gle or continuous

• Continuous introductions are used to specif y that
the introduction of the substance required more
than 15 minutes
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Administration
Examples

• Introduction of contrast for an giograph y
– Single percutaneous intraluminal introduction

of contrast into the heart

• Introduction of substance with a catheter at site
of clot within an arter y
– Single introduction of a thrombol ytic

substance into a central arter y or vein b y a
percutaneous intraluminal approach

• Standard IV
– Continuous introduction of an electrol ytic and

water balance substance into a peripheral vein
by a percutaneous intraluminal approach
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Administration
Example of Tabular Listin g

3: ADMINISTRATION
0: CIRCULATORY
2: TRANSFUSION:  Putting in blood or blood products

Body Part
Character 4

Approach
Character 5

Device
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

3 Peripheral Vein
4 Central Vein
5 Peripheral Artery
6 Central Artery

1 Open Intraluminal
5 Percutaneous Intraluminal

H Whole Blood
J Serum Albumin
K Frozen Plasma
L Fresh Plasma
M Plasma 

Cryoprecipitate
N Red Blood Cells
P Frozen Red Cells
Q White Cells
R Platelets
S Globulin
T Fibrinogen
V Antihemophilic 

Factors
WFactor IX

0 Autologous
1 Nonautologous
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MEASUREMENT
AND

MONITORING
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Measurement and Monitorin g

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Body SystemBody System

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

FunctionFunction

QualifierQualifier

Body Re gionBody Re gion
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Measurement and Monitorin g
 Bod y Systems
 (Character 2 )

The onl y Bod y System for the Measurement and
Monitorin g Section is:

Physiolo gical S ystems
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Measurement and Monitorin g
 Root O perations

 (Character 3 )

• Measurement: Determinin g the level of a 
physiolo gical or ph ysical 
function at a point in time

• Monitorin g: Determinin g the level of a 
physiolo gical or ph ysical 
function repetitivel y over a 
period of time
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Measurement and Monitorin g
Approach

(Character 5 )

• Approach has same definitions as the Medical
and Sur gical Section



RLM.MD - 4/99 139

Measurement and Monitorin g
Function

(Character 6 )

• Physiolo gical or ph ysical functions (e. g.,
conductivit y of a nerve, cardiac electrical activit y
and respirator y capacit y)
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Measurement and Monitorin g
Examples

• EKG
– Measurement of cardiac electrical activit y

• Cardiac catheterization for measurin g pressures
in heart
– Measurement of cardiac pressure b y a

percutaneous intraluminal approach

• Swan-Ganz
– Monitorin g of cardiac pressure b y a

percutaneous intraluminal approach
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Measurement and Monitoring
Example of Tabular Listin g

4: MEASUREMENT AND MONITORING
X: PHYSIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS
1: MONITORING: (continued) Determining the level of a physiological or physical function repetitively over a
period of time

Body System
Character 4

Duration
Character 5

Function
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

D Urinary B Transorifice Intraluminal 5 Flow
B Pressure

Z None

G Whole Body B Transorifice Intraluminal
Z None

K Temperature Z None
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OSTEOPATHIC
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Osteo pathic

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Anatomical Re gionsAnatomical Re gions

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

MethodMethod

QualifierQualifier

Body Re gionBody Re gion
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Osteo pathic
Bod y System
(Character 2 )

The onl y Bod y System for the Osteopathic
Section is:

Anatomical Re gions
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Osteo pathic
Root O peration
(Character 3 )

• Treatment:
Manual treatment to eliminate or alleviate 
somatic d ysfunction and related disorders
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Osteo pathic
Method

(Character 6 )
• Articulator y - Raisin g
• Fascial Release
• General Mobilization
• High Velocit y - Low Amplitude
• Indirect
• Low Velocit y- High Amplitude
• Lymphatic Pump
• Muscle Ener gy - Isometric
• Muscle Ener gy - Isotonic
• Method NEC
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EXTRACORPOREAL
ASSISTANCE &
PERFORMANCE
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Extracor poreal Assistance
and Performance

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Physiolo gical SystemPhysiolo gical System

Root OperationRoot Operation DurationDuration

FunctionFunction

QualifierQualifier

Body SystemBody System
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Extracor poreal Assistance
and Performance

 Physiolo gical S ystems
(Character 2 )

The onl y Bod y System for the Extracorporeal
Assistance and Performance Section is:

Physiolo gical S ystems
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Extracor poreal Assistance
and Performance
 Root O perations

(Character 3 )

Assistance: Takin g over a portion of a ph ysiolo gical 
function b y extracorporeal means

Performance: Completel y takin g over a ph ysiolo gical 
function b y extracorporeal means

Restoration: Returnin g, or attemptin g to return, a 
physiolo gical function to its normal 
state b y extracorporeal means
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Extracor poreal Assistance
and Performance

 Duration
(Character 5 )

Single, intermittent or continuous

For respirator y ventilation assistance or
performance, the ran ge of hours is specified
(<24 hours, 24-96 hours or >96 hours)
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Extracor poreal Assistance
and Performance

Function
(Character 6 )

Physiolo gical function bein g assisted or
performed (e. g., oxygenation, ventilation,
etc.)
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Extracor poreal Assistance
and Performance

Qualifier
(Character 7 )

• Specifies the t ype of equipment used in the
extracorporeal assistance or performance
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Extracorporeal Assistance
and Performance

Example of Tabular Listin g

B: EXTRACORPOREAL ASSISTANCE AND PERFORMANCE
X: PHYSIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS
2: RESTORATION: Returning, or attempting to return, a physiological function to its original state by 

extracorporeal means.

Body System
Character 4

Duration
Character 5

Function
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

2 Cardiac 0 Single 4 Rhythm Z None
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EXTRACORPOREAL
THERAPIES
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Extracor poreal Thera pies

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Physiolo gical SystemPhysiolo gical System

Root OperationRoot Operation DurationDuration

QualifierQualifier

QualifierQualifier

Body SystemBody System
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Extracor poreal Thera py
Bod y System
(Character 2 )

The onl y Bod y System for the Extracorporeal
Therap y Section is:

Physiolo gical S ystems
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Extracor poreal Thera py
Root O perations

(Character 3 )

Decompression:
Extracorporeal elimination of undissolved 
gas from bod y fluids

Hyperthermia:
Extracorporeal raisin g of bod y temperature

Hypothermia:
Extracorporeal lowerin g of bod y temperature
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Extracor poreal Thera py
Root O perations

(Character 3 )
Pheresis:

Extracorporeal separation of blood products

Phototherap y:

Extracorporeal treatment b y light ra ys

Ultraviolet Li ght Therap y:

Extracorporeal treatment b y ultraviolet li ght
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Imaging
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Imaging

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Section

Body System

Type Contrast

Contrast/Qualifier

Qualifier

Body Part
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Imaging Procedures

• Plain Radio graph y

• Fluoroscop y

• CT Scan

• MRI

• Ultrasound
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Imaging

• Interventional radiolo gy is included in the medical
and sur gical section.

• Nuclear medicine is a separate section
• Therapeutic radiolo gy is in the radiation oncolo gy

section
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Imaging
Procedure
Definitions
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Imaging
Plain Radio graphy

• Planar displa y of an ima ge developed from the
capture of external ionizin g radiation on
photo graphic or photoconductive plate



RLM.MD - 4/99 166

Imaging
Fluorosco py

• Single plane or bi-plane real time displa y of an
image developed from the capture of external
ionizin g radiation on a fluorescent screen.  The
image may also be stored b y either di gital or
analo g means
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Imaging
Computerized Tomo graphy

(CT Scan)

• Computer-reformatted di gital displa y of
multiplanar ima ges developed from the capture of
multiple exposures of external ionizin g radiation
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 Imaging
Magnetic Resonance Ima ging

(MRI)

• Computer-reformatted di gital displa y of
multiplanar ima ges developed from the capture of
radio frequenc y signals emitted b y nuclei in a
bod y site excited within a ma gnetic field
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 Imaging
Ultrasono graphy

• Real time displa y of ima ges of anatom y or flow
information developed from the capture of
reflected and attenuated hi gh frequenc y sound
waves
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 Imaging
Contrast Material

 (Character 5 )

• Contrast is differentiated b y the concentration of
the contrast material (hi gh and low osmolar).
When the concentration of the contrast is not
relevant (e. g., air) or for MRIs (e. g., gadoteridol),
the name of the contrast is specified
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 Imaging
Contrast / Qualifier

 (Character 6 )

• Specifies the route of administration of
contrast material:
– IV
– Direct
– Via stoma

• Contains a Qualifier specific to the Root
Type of procedure:
– Ultra sound with doppler
– Plain radio graph y
– Portable
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Imaging
Qualifiers

(Character 7 )
• AP/PA Views
• Abdominal Series
• Screenin g
• Diagnostic
• Intraoperative
• Limited Stud y
• Cine Evaluation
• Guidance for Invasive

Procedures

• Videofluoroscop y
• Plain Film Subtraction
• 3D Reconstructions
• Thin Section Hi gh

Resolution
• Endorectal Coil
• Transesopha geal
• Intravascular
• Bioph ysical Profile



RLM.MD - 4/99 173

Imaging
Grou ps of Views

• Standard Film Series  refers to generall y accepted
sets of views for different anatomic parts

• Limited  refers to a subset of standard views when
limited dia gnostic information is required
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Nuclear Medicine
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Nuclear Medicine

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Body SystemBody System

RadionuclideRadionuclide

RadiopharmaceuticalRadiopharmaceutical

QualifierQualifierRoot TypeRoot Type

Body PartBody Part
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Nuclear Medicine
Procedure T ype Definitions

(Character 3 )
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Nuclear Medicine
Planar Ima ging

• Introduction of radioactive materials into the
bod y for a sin gle plane displa y of ima ges
developed from the capture of radioactive
emissions
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Nuclear Medicine
Tomo graphic (Tomo ) Imaging

• Introduction of radioactive materials into the
bod y for three dimensional displa y of ima ges
developed from the capture of radioactive
emissions
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Nuclear Medicine
Positron Emission Tomo graphic

(PET) Imaging

• Introduction of radioactive materials into the
bod y for three dimensional displa y of ima ges
developed from the simultaneous capture, 180
degrees apart, of radioactive emissions
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Nuclear Medicine
Nonima ging Uptake

• Introduction of radioactive materials into the
bod y for measurements of or gan function, from
the detection of radioactive emissions
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Nuclear Medicine
Nonima ging Probe

• Introduction of radioactive materials into the
bod y for the stud y of distribution and fate of
certain substances b y the detection of
radioactive emissions; or, alternativel y,
measurement of absorption of radioactive
emissions from an external source
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Nuclear Medicine
Nonima ging Assa y

• Introduction of radioactive materials into the
bod y for the stud y of bod y fluids and blood
elements, b y the detection of radioactive
emissions
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Nuclear Medicine
Systemic Thera py

• Introduction of unsealed radioactive materials
into the bod y for treatment
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 Nuclear Medicine
Bod y Part

(Character 4 )

• Indicates the bod y part or re gion to the de gree of
specificit y that is usual and appropriate for the
section.  Re gional (e. g., lower extremit y veins)
and combination bod y parts (e. g., liver and
spleen) are commonl y used in this section
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 Nuclear Medicine
Radionuclide/Radio pharmaceutical

(Character 5 & 6 )
• The 5th and 6th Characters to gether specif y the

radiopharmaceutical
– Character 5 is the source of the radiation
– Character 6 is the radiopharmaceutical a gent

• A “Not Elsewhere  Classified” (NEC) option is
included for new FDA approved
radiopharmaceuticals.

• An “Identification Not Required” option is
included when the identit y of the
radiopharmaceutical is not required
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Nuclear Medicine
Qualifier

 (Character 7 )

• Provides further detail about the specific nuclear
medicine procedure:
– Qualifiers used with tomo graph y of the heart:

• Rest
• Stress
• Wall Motion
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Radiation Oncology
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Radiation Oncolo gy

Includes radiation oncolo gy procedures,
treatment simulations and medical ph ysics
performed as part of radiation oncolo gy
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Radiation Oncology

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Section

Body System

Ports/Isotopes

Device

Qualifier/
Risk Sites

Modality

Treatment Site
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Radiation Oncolo gy
Modalit y

(Character 3 )

• The type of radiation used:
– photons
– electrons
– heavy particles
– contact radiation
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Radiation Oncolo gy
Treatment Site
(Character 4 )

The bod y part that is the tar get of the radiation
therap y
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Radiation Oncolo gy
Parts/Isoto pes
(Character 5 )

• The number of beams used in deliver y of external
beam radiation

• The specific isotopes administered in oncolo gy
treatments
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Radiation Oncolo gy
Device

(Character 6 )

• Prefabricated or custom desi gned protective
equipment

• Specific equipment utilized in radiation oncolo gy
– Gamma knife
– stereotactic device
– implant device
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Radiation Oncolo gy
Qualifier/Risk Sites

(Character 7 )

• For radiation treatment, character 7 specifies the
anatomic structures which ma y be exposed to
radiation and must be taken into account durin g
treatment deliver y

• For medical ph ysics, character 7 identifies the
specific activit y performed:
–  Basic dosimetr y
– Irregular field calculation
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Radiation Oncolo gy

An “Identification Not Requested” option is
included in character 5,6, & 7 if specific detail is
not required
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Rehabilitation
and

Diagnostic
Audiolo gy
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Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Section

Type

Test/Method Body Part/System

Equipment

Qualifier
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Rehabilitation and
 Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Type
(Character 2 )

• Treatment: Use of specific activities or methods
to develop, improve and/or restore the
performance of necessar y functions, compensate
for d ysfunction and /or minimize debilitation

• Assessment:  Includes a determination of the
patient’s dia gnosis when appropriate, need for
treatment, plannin g for treatment, periodic
assessment and documentation related to these
activities
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Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Type
(Character 2 )

• Fittin g(s):  Desi gn, fabrication, modification,
selection and/or application of splint, orthosis,
prosthesis, hearin g aids and/or rehabilitation
device

• Caregiver Trainin g:  Educatin g caregiver with the
skills and knowled ge used to interact with and
assist the patient
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Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Test/Method
(Characters 3 and 4 )

Specifies the exact test or method emplo yed:
• Treatment:  therapeutic exercise and teachin g

bathin g techniques
• Assessment:  dressin g or transfer assessment
• Fittin gs:  prosthesis of the lower back/lower

extremit y
• Caregiver Trainin g:  transfer care giver trainin g
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Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Bod y Part/System
(Character 5 )

Circulator y &/or Respirator y System - Head & Neck
Circulator y &/or Respirator y System - Upper

Back/Upper Extremit y
Circulator y &/or Respirator y System - Lower

Back/Lower Extremit y
Circulator y &/or Respirator y System - Entire Bod y
Musculoskeletal &/or Inte gumentar y System - Head

& Neck
Musculoskeletal &/or Inte gumentar y System - Upper

Back/Upper Extremit y
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Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Bod y Part/System
(Character 5 )

Musculoskeletal &/or Inte gumentar y System - Lower
Back/Lower Extremit y

Musculoskeletal &/or Inte gumentar y System - Entire
Bod y

Neurolo gical S ystem - Head & Neck
Neurolo gical S ystem - Upper Back/Upper Extremit y
Neurolo gical S ystem - Lower Back/Lower Extremit y
Neurolo gical S ystem - Entire Bod y
Gynecolo gical S ystem &/or Urolo gical S ystem
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Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Equipment
(Character 6 )

• Specific t ypes of equipment are not specified
• General cate gory of equipment such as ph ysical

agents, mechanical modalities,
assistive/adaptive/supportive devices, etc., are
listed
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 Rehabilitation and
Diagnostic Audiolo gy

Qualifier
(Character 7 )

The seventh character is a qualifier and is onl y
used for certain test/methods to specif y whether
the test/method is group or individual
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Chiro practic
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Chiro practic

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Anatomical Re gionsAnatomical Re gions

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

MethodMethod

QualifierQualifier

Body Re gionBody Re gion
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Chiro practic
Root O peration

• Manipulation:
Manual procedure that involves a directed 
thrust to move a joint past the ph ysiolo gical
range of motion, without exceedin g the 
anatomical limit
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Chiro practic
Method

• Non-Manual
• Indirect Visceral
• Extra-Articular
• Direct Visceral
• Lon g Lever Specific Contact
• Lon g & Short Lever Specific Contact
• Mechanicall y Assisted
• Method NEC
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Mental Health
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Mental Health Procedures

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Section

Type

Type
Expansion

Qualifier

Qualifier

Qualifier

Qualifier
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Mental Health
Types

(Character 2 )

Diagnostic & Evaluation
Interview & Observation

Psycholo gical Tests
Crisis Mana gement
Medication Mana gement
Psychiatric Mana gement

Individual Ps ychotherap y
Counselin g
Famil y Psychotherap y
Couple Ps ychotherap y
Creative Therap y
Electroconvulsive Therap y
Biofeedback
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Mental Health
Types

(Character 2 )

Environmental
Intervention

Case Management
Hypnosis
Narcos ynthesis
Neurops ycholo gical

Rehabilitation
Educational Counselin g
Vocational Counselin g

Caregiver or Parent
Counselin g

Group Ps ychotherap y
Light Therap y
Preventive Ps ychotherap y
Legal Testimon y
Other Dia gnostic &

Evaluation Procedures
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Mental Health
Type Expansions

(Character 3 )

• Type Expansion provides additional specificit y on
the t ype of mental health procedure

• Not all t ypes have t ype expansion
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Mental Health
Type Expansion

 (Character 3 )

Psycholo gical Tests:
• Developmental testin g
• Personalit y & behavioral testin g
• Intellectual & ps ychoeducational testin g
• Neurops ycholo gical testin g
• Neurobehavioral & co gnitive status testin g
• Vocational testin g
• Testin g related to ph ysiolo gical conditions
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Mental Health
Type Expansion

 (Character 3 )

Individual Ps ychotherap y

Interactive
Behavior
Cognitive

Interpersonal

Psychoanal ysis

Psychod ynamic

Supportive 
Multimodel
Cognitive & Behavioral
Psychoph ysiolo gic
Individual Ps ychotherap y NEC
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Mental Health
Qualifier

(Character 4 )

• Impaired communication due to ph ysical or
sensor y disabilit y

• Impaired intellectual abilit y
• Agitated or non-cooperative patient
• Impaired communication due to cultural or

language differences
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Laborator y
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Laborator y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Section

Analyte Class

Analyte MethodSpecimen/Source
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Laborator y
Anal yte Classes

(Character 2 )

• Blood Bank
• Hematolo gy
• Chemistr y

– Other Chemistr y
• Patholo gy
• Microbiolo gy

– Other Microbiolo gy
• Toxicolo gy
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Laborator y
Anal yte

(Characters 3 & 4 )

• The specific material bein g identified or
measured for each anal yte class

– calcium
– hematocrit
– bacterial growth
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Laborator y
Specimen Source
(Characters 5 & 6 )

• Identifies the specimen used in the laborator y
procedure

– cerebrospinal fluid
– urine
– serum
– arterial blood
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Laborator y
Method

(Character 7 )

• Identifies the method for the test
• When a specific method is not requested,

“standard method” is used
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Miscellaneous
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Miscellaneous

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

SectionSection

Anatomical Anatomical 
RegionsRegions

Root OperationRoot Operation ApproachApproach

MethodMethod

QualifierQualifier

Body Re gionBody Re gion



RLM.MD - 4/99 225

Miscellaneous
Root O peration
(Character 3 )

• Other Therapies
– Methodolo gies which attempt to remediate or

cure a disorder or disease
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Miscellaneous
Bod y Region
(Character 4 )

• The whole bod y is the onl y Bod y Region used
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Miscellaneous
Method

(Character 6 )

• Acupuncture
• Therapeutic Massa ge
• Yoga Therap y
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THE INDEX
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The Index

• Provides specification of first three or four
characters of code

• The Tabular Listin g must alwa ys be used to
obtain the complete code

• No epon yms are included
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Structure of Index

• Primar y entr y is alwa ys a root operation or
composite terms of the root operation
– Examples : RESECTION
– PROSTATECTOMY

• Secondar y entries are specific to the root operation
– Bod y part for excision
– Device for insertion
– Root operation for revision
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Index Entr y by Root O peration

Bypass
by Body System

Female Reproductive S ystem 0V1 ….
Heart & Great Vessels 021 ….
Lower Arteries 041 ….
Lower Veins 061 ….
Male Reproductive S ystem 0W1 ….
Upper Arteries 031 ….
Urinar y System 0T1 ….
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Index Entr y by Bod y Part

Bypass

by Bod y Part
Arter y

Arter y, Abdominal 0410 ...
Aorta, Thoracic 021W ...
Coronar y, One 0210 ...
Coronar y, Three 0212 ...
Coronar y, Two 0211 ...
Femoral 041 ….
Internal Carotid 031 ….
Internal Iliac 041 ….
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Testin g
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Testin g

• Clinical Data Abstraction Centers (CDACs) tested
system
– FMAS, Columbia, MD
– DynKePRO, York, PA

• Coded 5,000 records
– Identified revisions needed
– Gave feedback on issues found to 3M

• Additional comparison test of 100 records
• Additional testin g on ambulator y records
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Major Modifications as a Result of
Testin g

• Not Otherwise Specified (NOS) options added
• Number of approaches reduced from 17 to 13
• Dual numberin g - with and without imbedded

meanin g
• Trainin g manual revised
• Added index entries



RLM.MD - 4/99 236

Testin g findin gs

• More complete than ICD-9-CM, greater specificit y
and detail

• Easy to expand the s ystem
• Multiaxial structure makes it easier to anal yze
• Standardized terminolo gy makes it easier to use

once the coder has initial trainin g
• Should lead to improved accurac y and efficienc y

of codin g
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Testin g findin gs

• Trainin g time will be a factor since it is quite
different from ICD-9-CM
– Havin g all terms defined makes it easier to

teach
– Once a basic knowled ge is acquired, the coder

does not use the index


